BOKIS /.  ADOPTS   CHKISTJAXITY.             l$l

Martyrs" at Trnovo, which tells of a great house
which he built, and for his persecution of the Chris-
tians* But the efforts of this Bulgarian Diocletian
were powerless to prevent the adoption of Christianity
by his people.

Even before the coming of the Bulgarians, the
Church had made considerable headway among
the Slavs. The wars between Krum and the Greek
Emperors were indirectly the means of spreading the
gospel, owing to the great numbers of Christians,
whom the Bulgarian conqueror led captive to his
own country. The prisoners, many of them priests
and some even bishops, did not hide their faith from
their gaolers, and so successful was their preaching,
that Omortag became alarmed. His execution of
four bishops and several hundred other Christians
only increased the zeal of the missionaries. Converts
were made in high places, and a brother of Omortag's
successor, in whose reign we hear of the first war
between Serbs and Bulgarians, died a martyr to the
new religion. The next prince, Boris I., adopted the
creed which his predecessor had proscribed, and from
his conversion in 864 the formal recognition of Chris-
tianity in Bulgaria dates. Throughout the history of
the country religion has played a most important
part, and to this day Bulgarian politics are coloured
by the decision of Boris a thousand years ago. The
motives which prompted the Prince to become a
Christian were political rather than religious. Two
pretty stories have, indeed, been circulated. Accord-
ing to one, his sister, who had been carried off a
captive by the Greeks, convinced her brother on her